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left and right end of said tensioning rail, respectively; and respective adjustable screws 
interconnecting the respective adjustable portions to the^respective secured portions. 

jTlease amend claim 2 as follows: j 

2. (Amended) The adjustable assembly of claim l/each of said left and right secured portions 
having fi-ont and rear block sections connected to /a base block section so as to define a space 

etween said fi-ont and rear block section, said Gfoi^t and rear block sections further defining a 
ole in an aligned orientation so as to pass throufeh sVid fi^ont and rear block sections and across 
the space between the fi-ont and rear blodjc sections. 

"^^lease amend claim 3 as follows: 

3. (Amended) The adjustable assembly ofiGlaim 2\wherein each of said left and right adjustable 
portions include an attachment block sectfonmaving m elongate threaded tension screw fixedly 

;ict/)ri^nd--Qxten^ing through said front and rear block 



attached to said attachment block sd 



sections spanning the space between thqf ^ont anjd rear'block secfions. 



Please amend claim 4 as foUo ^sTj 




4. (Amended) The adjustable assembly of claim 3, fiirther comprising a screw adjustment knob 



between said front and rear blocl^ section defining an inner threaded hole for receiving said 
threaded tension screw. 



^^lease amend claim 5 a^follows^ 
5. (Amended) The adjustable assembly of claim 4, fijrther comprising a graduated measuring 
scale on said left and right si^e rail so as to provide a measurement guide for accurate adjustment 
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of the respective left and right sides of the tensioning rail with respect to the left and right side 



rail. 



Please amend claim 6 as follows: 



6. (Amended) The adjustable assembly of claim 5, wherein said hole defined by said front and 
rear block sections is of a larger diameter than said thi/aded tension screw. 



fpii 



please amend claim 7 as follows: J 
7. (Amended) The adjustable assembly of clai 
are fixedly connected to said left and right side 



1, wherein said left and right secured portions 
rails and said left and right adjustable portions 



are engaged with said left and right endaQfWfl tensioning rail. 



Please amend claim 8 as follows^ 
8. (Amended) An adjustable tonneau p($\fe"fei;^a^c^ box having upwardly extending left and 
right side walls, a front wall and a rea^enl gate wall, said walls defining the boundaries of the 
cargo box, the adjustable cover assen^ly ^qmprising:-^ 

left and right side rails connefctable to said left and right side walls, respectively; 
an elongate tensioning rail iiaving left and right ends, said tensioning rail extending from 
said left side rail to said right side rail; and 

left and right adjustable mreaded screw connection mechanisms including: 
left and right securing flocks; said securing blocks being connected to said left and right 
side rails, respectively; 

left and right adjustable engaging blocks; said adjustable engaging blocks being engaged 
with said left and right ends /of said tensioning rail, respectively; and 



PATENT 

left and right adjustable connection mec^nisms connecting the respective securing 
blocks to the respective adjustable engaging blocks 



J^Please amend claim 9 as follows: 
9. (Amended) The adjustable tonneau covir of claim 8, each of the left and right securing 
blocks having front and rear block sections connected to a base block section so as to define a 
space between the front and rear block sections, the front and rear block sections ftirther defining 
openings in an aligned orientation so agf. to , pass through both of said front and rear block 
sections. 



j^ease amend claim 10 as 
10. (Amended) The adjustable t^ 
adjustable engaging blocks incl 
tension screw fixedly attached to 
block sections spanning the space 1 



Jeau cover of claim 9, wherein each of said left and right 
lachment block section having an elongate threaded 
d attachment block and extending through said front and rear 
een the front and rear block sections. 



J^lease amend claim 1 1 ^l foUowsT^ 

11. (Amended) The adjusyable tonneau cover of claim 10, fiirther comprising a screw 
adjustment knob between, said front and rear block sections defining an inner threaded opening 
for receiving said threaded t^sion screw. 

I^Pl ease amend claira/ 12 as follows 

12. (Amended) The adjustable tonneau cover of claim 11, fiarther comprising a graduated 
measuring scale on each of said left and right rail so as to provide a measurement guide for 
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accurate adjustment of said left and right en^s of said tensioning rail with respect to the left and 
right side rails, respectively. 



[^Please amend claim 13 as follows: 
13. (Amended) The adjustable toVineauf c6vcr of claim 12, wherein said openings defined by 
said front and rear block sections ai'&^pf^larger diameter than said threaded tension screw. 



1 Please amend claim 14 as 



?lloi 



14. (Amended) The adjustable tonrfeiu cover of claim 8, wherein said left and right securing 
blocks are fixedly connected to saia left and right side rails, respectively, and said left and right 
attachment blocks are fixedly connected to the respective ends of the tensioning rail. 



{please amend claim 15 is follows: ^ 
15. (Amended) An adjustable assembly foka tonne^u cover used to cover a pickup truck cargo 
box, the cargo box having a plurality of upv^dV^ extending walls, said plurality of upwardly 
extending walls including left and right side waJls, said plurality of upwardly extending walls at 
ast partially defining an interior coi^ai^ent of the cargo box, the adjustable assembly 
comprising: 



left and right side rails connected to saidieiflpd right side walls, respectively; 



an elongate tensioning rail having left and right ends, said tensioning rail extending from the left 
side rail to the right side rail, the tormeau cover attached to the tensioning rail; and 
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left and right adjustable threaded screw adjustment mechanisms, each of the respective 
adjustable threaded screw adjustment mechanisms having side rail securing portions connected 
to the respective side rails and tensioning rail engagement members engaged with said elongate 
tensioning rail; wherein each of said left and right sid^/rail securing portions include a threaded 
screw member, and each of the threaded screw members are positioned and arranged such that a 
force can be placed upon the elongate tensioning rail by each of the threaded screw members as 
said screw member is adjustably manij^ulated ko force the tensioning rail away fi-om the 
espective side rail securing portion. 



please amend claim 16 as follows^ 



16. (Amended) The adjustable asseinBi^ of claim 15, wherein the tensioning rail includes a 
tensioning rail attachment chamber and\pach>of said left and right tensioning rail engagement 
members is engaged within the tensiorfi^-r-ailj[ttachment chamber. 



Please amend claim 17 as follows \j 
17. (Amended) The adjustable /assembly of claim 16, wherein each of said left and right 
tensioning rail engagement members extends below the side rail with which it is engaged such 
that the tensioning rail is restrained from being lifted away from the respective side rails when 
the respective engagement members are engaged with the respective side rails. 



Please amend claim/l8 as followsT^ 



lis. (Amended) The adjustable assembly of claim 15, wherein each of the threaded screw 
members is engaged ii/coaxially aligned openings in each of the respective side rail securing 
portions. / 
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Please cancel claims 19-29. 



iC^ 



Please amend claim 30 as follows: 



30. (Amended) An adjustable assembly for a tonneau covey used to cover a pickup truck cargo 
box having a plurality of upwardly extending walls, said Plurality of upwardly extending walls 
including left and right side walls, said plurality of upwardly extending walls at least partially 
defining an interior compartment of the cargo box, the a(ajustable assembly comprising: 




\ 



6ft and right side rails connected to said left and right side walls, respectively; 



an elongate tensioning rail having left anc. nmA ends, said elongate tensioning rail extending 
fi-om said left side rail to said right side ra)(^the tonneau cover being attached to the elongate 
tensioning rail; 



left and right side rail securing blocks connected to said left and right side rails, respectively; and 



left and right tensioning rail engagement blocks engaged with said left and right ends of said 
elongate tensioning rail, respectively, and adjustably engaged with the respective side rails 
proximate the respective ends of the elongate tensioning rail such that the elongate tensioning 
rail is adjustably engaged wim the opposing left and right side rails and movable with respect 
thereto; wherein the left ana right side rail securing blocks include left and right screw members 
adjustably interconnecting the respective tensioning rail engagement blocks with the respective 
side rail securing blocks 
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Please cancel claim 3 1 . 



Please add the following new claim 33: 



-33. (New) An adjustable tonneau cover a|)paratus for attachment to a cargo box of a pickup 
tuck, the cargo box having a plurality of upwardly extending walls, said plurality of upwardly 

/ 

extending walls including left and right side walls, the adjustable tonneau cover apparatus 
comprising: 



a flexible tonneau cover; 



left and right side rails attachable tp said left and right side walls, respectively; 



left and right adjustable threaded screw attachment mechanisms secured to the left and 
right side rails, respectively; each of the left and right threaded screw attachment mechanisms 



having a secured portion, secured to tht 
the adjustable portion can be moved 



respective side rail, and an adjustable portion; wherein 
irther away from or closer to the secured portion by 



adjusting the respective threaded screw /attachment mechanism; 



a tensioning rail engaged with a first end of the flexible tonneau cover; the tensioning rail 
having left and right ends, which are moveable fiirther away fi'om the secured portion of the 
respective threaded screw attachment mechanism, to place a greater tension on the tonneau 



cover, when the left and right side r 



Is are attached to the left and right side walls, respectively. 



the respective ends of the tensior ing rail are engaged with the adjustable portions of the 
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respective adjustable threaded screw 
threaded screw attachment mechanisms 
from the secured portion. 



attachment mechanism and the respective adjustable 
are adjusted to move the adjustable portion further away 



j^lease add the following new cl dm 3 471 

34. (New) The adjustable tonneau cover securing apparatus of claim 33, wherein the respective 
adjustable threaded screw attachmei^t mechanisms include a screw that passes through an 
opening in the secured portion. 

I^ease add the following new claim 35^ 

35. (New) A method of maintaining an appropriate tension on a flexible tonneau cover attached 
to a cargo box of a pickup truck, the pickup truck cargo box having a plurality of upwardly 
extending walls, said plurality of uiwardly extending walls including left and right side walls, 
said plurality of upwardly extending walls at least partially defining an interior compartment of 
the cargo box; the method comprisi ig the steps of: 

attaching an adjustable tonieau cover securing apparatus to the cargo box of the pickup 
truck, the step of attaching including securing the adjustable tonneau cover securing apparatus to 

:argo box; the adjustable tonneau cover securing apparatus 
attachable to said left and right side walls, respectively; left 
2w attachment mechanisms secured to the left and right side 
rails, respectively; and a tensioni ig rail engaged with a first end of the flexible tonneau cover; 
each of the left and right threaied screw attachment mechanisms having a secured portion, 

ight side rail; and an adjustable portion; wherein the adjustable 
9 



left and right side walls of the 
including: left and right side raih 
and right adjustable threaded scr 



secured to the respective left or 
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portion can be moved further away frdm or closer to the secured portion by adjusting the 
respective threaded screw attachment mechanism; the tensioning rail having left and right ends, 
which are moveable further away from the secured portion of the respective threaded screw 
attachment mechanism to place a greater tension on the tonneau cover when the left and right 
side rails are attached to the left and right side walls of the cargo box, respectively; the respective 
ends of the tensioning rail being engaged with the adjustable portions of the respective adjustable 
threaded screw attachment mechanism and the respective adjustable screw attachment 
mechanisms being adjustable to move the adjustable portion further away from the secured 
portion; and 



adjusting the respective adjustable threaded screw attachment mechanisms to move the 
adjustable portion further away frorn the secured portion. 

I^lease add the following nev j claim 36?] 
36. (New) An adjustable assemDly for a cargo box cover for use on a cargo box having 
upwardly extending left and right side walls, the cargo box cover having left and right side rails 

le walls, respectively, an elongate tensioning rail having left 
and right ends, said elongate tensiloning rail extending from said left side rail to said right side 
rail, and a flexible cover fixedl^ attached to said elongate tensioning rail, said adjustable 
assembly comprising: 



connected to said left and right si 



left and right adjustable! threaded screw connection mechanisms; the threaded screw 
connection mechanisms includir g respective left and right secured portions secured to said left 
and right side rails, respectively; respective left and right adjustable screws engaged with the 
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elongate tensioning rail so that the respective screws can be adjusted to force the elongated 
tensioning rail incrementally fisher away from the respective, left and right, secured portions. 

I^lease add the followin^new claim 37^ 
37. (New) The adjustable assembly of claim 36, wherein said left and right secured portions are 
fixedly connected to said left ann right side rails and said left and right adjustable portions are 
engaged with said left and right ends of said tensioning rail. 



Ipie 



Please add the following n^w claim 38T| 



38. (New) An adjustable assembly for a tonneau cover used to cover a pickup truck cargo box, 
the cargo box having a pluralit)\ of upwardly extending walls, said plurality of upwardly 
extending walls including left and right side walls, said plurality of upwardly extending walls at 
least partially defining an interior \compartment of the cargo box, the adjustable assembly 
comprising: 

left and right side rails connected to saih left and right side walls, respectively; 

an elongate tensioning rail having left and right ends, said tensioning rail extending from the left 
side rail to the right side rail, the tonneaulcover attached to the tensioning rail; and 



left and right adjustable threaded screw adjustment mechanisms, each of the respective 
adjustable threaded screw adjustment mechanisms having side rail securing portions connected 
to the respective side rails; wherein each of said left and right side rail securing portions include 
a threaded screw member, and each of the threaded screw members are positioned and arranged 
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such that a force can be placed upon the elongate tensioning rail by each of the threaded screw 
members as said screw ymember is adjustably manipulated to force the tensioning rail away from 



the respective side rail/securing portion. 
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